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sions; and has a government and a Method-
ist Episcopal mission school. There is tele-
graphic communication with Europe and
America by way of Tenerife. The exports are
coffee, palm oil and kernels, ivory, ginger,
cocoa, and rubber. Monrovia was settled in
1822 by freed American slaves. In the World
War it was bombarded by a German sub-
marine; p. 10,000.

Mons, city, Belgium, capital of Hainault
prov., on the Trouille; 35 miles southwest of
Brussels. The Church of Saint Waltrudu,
founded in 1450, is said to be one of the
most beautiful in Belgium. Mons was foun-
ded in the eighth century, and in the eleventh
became the residence of the counts of Hai-
nault. It underwent several sieges in the long
wars of the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies; p. 27,324. Early hi the Great War of
Europe, in August, 1914, Mons was defended
by the British expeditionary army. After a
desperate engagement the British were forced
to retreat, and the town fell into the hands of
the Germans. In the early hours of Nov. n,
1918, British troops re-entered Mons and
there awaited cessation of hostilities.

Mons and Sambre, Retreat from (Aug.
23 to Sept. 3, 1914). See Europe, Great
War of.

Monseigneur. See Monsignor.

Monserrat, or Montserrat ('Serrated
Mountain'), moun., Barcelona prov., Spain,
on the Llobregat River; 4,070 ft. in height.
On its slope, connected with Monistrol by a
mountain railroad, stands the Benedictine
Monastery of Monserrat (2,910 ft. elevation).
Founded in 880, from the fifteenth century
onward it was one of the wealthiest and
most powerful of the Spanish monasteries.

Monsieur, the French title of address, ap-
plied to all classes, corresponding in general
to the English 'Mr.,' but prefixed also to
titles of honor and nobility. It is abbreviated
'M.'

Monsignor, (Italian, Monsignor e, 'my
lord'; French Monseigneur), a title of honor
bestowed on high ecclesiastical dignitaries of
the Roman Catholic Church; also on high
secular potentates and officials. It is ab-
breviated 'Mgr.'

Monsoons (Arabic Ma-u&m, *a set time,'
'season'), are winds that change regularly
with the seasons. The term was for long ap-
plied to those winds prevailing in the Indian
Ocean which blow from the southwest from
April to October, and from the opposite di-
rection, or northeast, from October to April.
It is now generally applied to the winds con-

nected with all continents which are of regu-
lar occurrence with the periodical return ot
the seasons. See V/INDS. Consult Coffin's
Winds of the Globe; Moore's Descriptive
Meteorology (1910).

Monsters, animals or plant0 iliowing con-
genital malformation, usually arising from
excess, deficiency, or inperfection of certain
organs. Organized knowledge of the subject
is the science of teratology. Human mon-
sters are believed to arise from arrested de-
velopment at the time of the differentiation
of organs (the embryonic period). Among
assigned causes are pressure, the action of
germs, and the presence of chemical agents.

Monstrance, the sacred utensil employed
in the Roman Catholic Church for presenting
the consecrated wafer for the adoration of
the people.

Montagnards, advanced republican and
war party in the French Revolution, nick-
named from the highest seats in the Con-
vention, where they sat (1793) as opponents
of the Girondists (moderates), who oc-
cupied the floor of the house. Under the
leadership of Marat, Danton, Robespierre,
and St. Just, they overthrew the Girondists
(May 31-June 2), and crushed all internal
opposition by the Reign of Terror. See
FRENCH REVOLUTION.

Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley (1689-
1762), English author, eldest daughter of the
Duke of Kingston. The letters describing her
travels form perhaps the best-known portion
of her correspondence, and their novelty,
liveliness, and wit gave them an immediate
reputation. Among the best of her produc-
tions are the admirable letters to her daugh-
ter, the Countess of Bute. Her literary critic-
isms have a value apart from their contem-
porary interest. She had a wide acquaintance
among men and women of note, including
the poet Young, Horace Walpole, Dr. John-
son, Burke, Garrick, Sir Joshua Reynolds,
and Fanny Burney.

Montaigne, Michel Eyquem, Seigneur
<*e (IS33-92)> French essayist, was bom at
the Chateau de Montaigne, near Bordeaux.
He commenced (1571) the composition of
Essats. In 1588, when issuing the fifth edi-
tion of his Essais, he avlded to it the third
book, containing some oi his finest work. Of
the individual essays those on 'Constancy,' on
'Philosophizing Being to Ltarn How to Die,3
on 'Friendship,' on 'Moderation,' on 'Glory,'
on 'Presumption,' on 'Governing One's Will/
and on 'Experience' are generally regarded
as the finest. Montaigne was an ethical an-